Name of person being nominated: Jeanne Bellis
Nominee Team #: 1111
Name of person submitting nomination: Alyssa Reima
Describe why the person being nominated should be recognized through this award (600 words or less):

The PowerHawks have grown from simply building a robot, to a year round organization devoted to spreading the word of FIRST. Mrs. Jeanne Bellis has been the driving force in the team’s metamorphosis. Her tenacity has brought the team to a new height of professionalism.

She first became involved four years ago when her eldest son joined the team, soon followed by his younger brother. She has tirelessly dedicated herself to the Power Hawks by coordinating our FLL Qualifier, mentoring the graphic design committee, and stepping up to the tasks that no one else would take on.

FIRST in Maryland has recognized the PowerHawks for hosting one of the best FLL Qualifiers, a feat which Ms. Jeanne made possible. As head coordinator, she organized weekly planning sessions, supervised other coordinators and led them in the right direction. As one of the coordinators, I saw firsthand how she always was willing to offer assistance to anyone in need. I enjoyed working with her and I am eager to participate again next year because I learned so much from Ms. Jeanne, and there is still so much she can teach me.

She put aside her own business to devote her time to the PowerHawks, teaching the members to show the community what our team is capable of. She has guided students in designing brochures, postcards and banners that showcase the team. Our graphics captain expresses that, “She keeps us completely organized; she’s always willing to help out when students don’t have time to finish what they are working on.”  Her counsel has brought the team to a new level of organization and quality. 

Ms. Jeanne also serves as our unofficial historian. She archives the history of the PowerHawks and is always up to date on the current events of the team.  Her approachability welcomes the team to contact her for past documentation and information. Communication is a huge part of what she brings to the team.

Our build captain says that Ms. Jeanne has inspired him in many ways. “When I think of robotics, I think of Ms. Jeanne. She has shown me what it means to live for robotics, as one of the most dedicated people I know. She is always there for us, working late hours to find new ways to spread the values of FIRST.”             

Our head mentor Mr. Sackett, admires Ms. Jeanne too. “Her tireless dedication to perfection is inspirational. She devotes sleepless nights to the team searching for sponsors and brainstorming outreach activities for us. She treats the PowerHawks like a family. She wants what is best for the team as a mother wants the best for her children.” 

Mrs. Jeanne Bellis’ drive and determination has impacted every PowerHawk, students and mentors alike. She has motivated everyone to spread the joy of science, technology and the values of FIRST throughout the community. I speak for all the PowerHawks when I say that Mrs. Jeanne Bellis is the unsung hero of our team. She commits so much to us and expects nothing in return except that we do our best and have fun doing it.

